Yangtze River, China
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Braided source streams of the Yangtze river
Source: http://202.103.33.62/detail/20050725/38236.asp
· World's third longest river

· River's watershed includes one-fifth of the land area and two-fifths of the population of China.

· Contains a meandering channel and an island-braided section (Wakouzi-Majiazui reach in the middle Yangtze River, which is about 200 km downstream from the Three Gorges Dam)
· Jialing River, a tributary of Yangtze river, flows in an extremely braided course into the Sichuan Basin, joining Yangtze at Chongqing
· The Yangtze headwaters in southwestern China receive peak flows in the rainy season of July and August.

· Water source: North side of the Tanggula Mountain, flowing from the Jianggendiru Glacier at the foot of Geladangdon Peak

· Varying  daily and seasonal discharge

· Melting of glaciers supplies Yangtze river with large quantities of sediments due to freeze-thaw action

· Floods of the lower Yangtze are augmented by typhoons in July through September.

IMPLICATION OF RIVER CHANNEL ON SETTLEMENTS
· Flooding
· 1998: 3000 deaths, 5.6million homes washed away, 30 million people made homeless and huge areas of crops destroyed

· Flood peaks due to the increase in discharge

· Government decided to flood many towns and villages to protect large settlements
